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pVER since the advent of the siilo- 
"- 1 mobile, certain individuals, pri- 
marily in Europo, have been attempting 
to build automobiles that are at once 
fast, safe and attractive. These are call- 
ed sports cart. They aar not built to 
hold many people, or for comfortable 
riding, or do they have radios and 


built for road racing, on ordinary 
streets, Police section off certain por- 
tions of public roads, which are used as 
the racing course. The course can run 
from 4 miles, as at Bridgehampton, 
Long Island, to 1000 miles for the 
famous nulla miglia race in Italy. The 
drivers must manipulate- corners, 
bridges, hills, etc., at high speed. 


Usually, sports cars hold no more 
than two persons. They have no gadg- 
ets specifically for comfort. They are 
merely machines designed and con- 
structed to give a perfect mechanical 
performance. They travel at a high 
speed, and all of the various parts — 
gears, steering apparatus and wheels — 
are precision-built. 

To test their capabilities, there have 
been road races throughout Europe for 
many years, and recently in America 
at such places as Bridgehampton, Long 
Island, and Watkins Glen, New York. 
This should not be confused with stock 
car or hot rod racing. These cars are 


Since this sport is coming into recog- 

also attempting to build automobiles 
for road racing. The comparison be- 
tween a hand-made Swiss watch and a 
factory-made watch can be drawn be- 
tween an ordinary factory-produced 
automobile, and the knowledge and ex- 
perimentation that go into the manu- 
facture of cars like the British Jaguar 
and the Italian Al/a-Romeo. 

Races in Europe, at Lc Mans and 
Mouea. all have brought into focus fa- 
mous drivers like Bemdt Rosemeyer, 
and Rudolf Carraciola of Germany, 
Dick Seaman the Englishman, and 


Miles Collier and Briggs Cunningham 
of this country. 

Mechanics, designers and car owners 
bare also attained fame. The German 
Mercedes-Ben a, for example, was de- 
signed by Gottlieb Daimler in 1885. 
This ear proved so satisfactory in per- 
formance. durability and power that a 
factory was established to produce the 
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Others who designed and built cars 
are Dr. Porsch from Austria, who cre- 
ated the Auto-Union car. the Italian 
Cuitalia, and the popular German 
V olkswagen. An automotive genius, Et- 
lore Bugatti, invented, designed and 
built a car which everyone said would- 
n't work. The car was called the Bu- 

lished a factory and built many cars. 
Although these are no longer made, the 


There are also rules which must he 
followed by the participant and the 
spectator. For example, there are only 

may pass each other. If the officials de- 
termine that a certain part of the road 
is too dangerous, then passing is pro- 
hibited. If any driver breaks these rules 
he is disqualified 

Also, it is against the rules to try to 
prevent another car from passing by go- 
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side of the ■ 


other. If a car is capable of overtaking 
mother, it has the legal right to do so. 
Spectators have a great responsibility 




Stand only in the areas designated by 
the officials. Stand back from the road 
edge. Never, under any circumstances. 


Because these cars are raced at high 
speed, under any weather conditions, 
they must be mechanically perfect, car- 
braking Bystem is so effective that even 
at a high rate of speed, the car can be 
brought to a halt much quicker than an 
ordinary car. Jta wheels are placed in 
such a way that the car can negotiate 
a corner with facility and safety. Gauges 
and dials on the dashboard are located 
so as to be readily legible, and avoid 
any distraction which might cause an 
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Sports car racing is exciting, because 
it is a challenge, not only to man's abil- 
ity to build perfect machinery, but to 
his sense of adventure and competition. 
Drivers, owners, designers and mechan- 

velopment of better and safer automo- 
biles, as well as acquiring for them- 
selves fame, fortune and fun! 

— B. Fairbanks 
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